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This is in response to the Office Action mailed March 28, 2002, and having a period for 
response set to expire on June 28, 2002. 

The following amendments and remarks are respectfully submitted. Reconsideration of 
the claims is respectfully requested. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please REPLACE claims 1, 18, 31, and 32, and ADD new claims 33-35 in accordance 
with the following: 

1 . (TWICE AMENDED) An opjie^l amplifier for amplifying wavelength division 
multiplexed signal light which has respeaive optical signals of a first wavelength band containing 
a plurality of optical signals with severaKwavelengths different from each other and a second 
wavelength band containing a plurality of ORtical signals with several wavelengths different from 
the wavelengths of the optical signals contained in the first wavelength band, comprising: 

optical amplifying means amplifying sakf wavelength division multiplexed signal light 
using a rare earth element doped fiber to which excitation light is supplied, 

wherein the excitation light usea by said optical amplifying means has a wavelength 
capable of producing Raman amplification with respect to optical signals of said second 
wavelength band, and 

said optical amplifying means suppling said excitation light which has the wavelength 
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